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well as various firefighting 
systems. 
 
The material in Fire Ser-
vice Features of Building 
and Fire Protection Sys-
tems is appropriate for all 
fire service organizations, 
including fire brigades and 
fire departments. Many of 
the discussions can help 
during responses for other 
emergencies such as haz-
ardous material releases, 
emergency medical care, 
non-fire rescues and terror-
ist events. 
 
The new booklet can be 
downloaded from OSHA’s 
web site on the publications 
page or by calling OSHA's 
publications office at (202) 
693-1888. 

OSHA Offers New Publication on Fire Service  

October Chapter Meeting Details 

WASHINGTON -- The Oc-
cupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
(OSHA) is offering a new 
publication, Fire Service 
Features of Buildings and 
Fire Protection Systems, 
that will help increase the 
safety of building occupants 
and emergency responders 
by streamlining fire service 
interaction with building 
features and fire protection 
systems. 
 
“Our new booklet offers 
practical and important in-
formation that can help 
save lives,” said Edwin G. 
Foulke, Jr., Assistant Secre-
tary of Labor for OSHA. 
“Fire service can be very 
dangerous work and our 
new manual is one more 
resource that can be used 
to help keep firefighters and 
other emergency respond-
ers safe.” 
Fire service operations take 
place in stressful and time 
sensitive environments. 
Decisions are often made in 

unfamiliar settings and 
without vital information, 
such as what is burning, 
where the fire is spreading, 
or the location of occupants. 
Poorly located fire hydrants, 
inaccessible fire department 
connections, confusing zone 
information, unmarked 
valves, or improperly de-
signed standpipes are ex-
amples of features that can 
slow fire service operations. 
Delays, however brief, can 
dramatically affect an op-
eration and its outcome. 
 
OSHA’s new manual ex-
plains how fire service op-
erations can be influenced 
by different building fea-
tures and offers considera-
tions for design profession-
als that can help facilitate 
these operations. The man-
ual includes chapters and 
narratives on building and 
site design, sprinkler sys-
tems, standpipe systems, 
fire department connec-
tions, fire alarm and com-
munications systems, as 

What:  October CNY ASSE Chapter meeting.  Joint meeting with the Society of Fire Protection Engineers. 
 

Topic:  The Onondaga County Field Communications Unit will come and give a brief  power 
point presentation and review of the field com unit.  This unit is used for any fire or emergency in 
Onondaga County for the multiple communications of EMS, Fire, County Sherrif, NYS Troopers, 
City and Local Police to be able to communicate on one line for mass tragedy to better control a 
situation. We will have two Onondaga 911 dispatchers presenting. 
 

When:  Wednesday, October 11th, 2006.  Starting at 5:30. 
 

Where:  C&S Engineers Conference Room, 499 Col. Eileen Collins Blvd. (Syracuse Airport) Syracuse 
 

Dinner:  Catered Buffet ( usually around $16.00 to $20.00 ) 
 

RSVP:  If you plan to attend, please notify Mark Walker at walkersprk@usadatanet.net  
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SAFETY ENGINEERS URGE 
STUDENTS TO STOP FIRES BEFORE THEY START 

difference in the type of 
smoke produced.  

 

With that said, each resi-
dence hall should make 
sure that properly operat-
ing doors with self-
closers are not propped 
open; that portable fire 
extinguishers are in place 
and ready to use, fire exit 
signs are lit and visible, 
corridors are kept clear 
and are not blocked; that 
all heating and ventilation 
systems are routinely in-
spected and repaired for 
any deficiencies, and; all 
fire alarm systems are au-
dible and visible. 

 

On and off-campus fires 
can be avoided by devel-
oping a fire escape plan; 
having and knowing how to 
work fire extinguishers, 
escape ladders and fire 
alarms and detectors; not 
overloading extension 
cords, power strips or out-
lets; cooking safely; avoid-
ing open flames, and; cor-
rectly discarding smoking 
materials. ASSE is provid-
ing free fire safety tips on 
statistics, prevention tips, 
fire escape planning, fire 
safety equipment for off-
campus and Greek hous-
ing, information on recent 
incidents, a parents guide 
to fire safety: what you 
need to know when your 
child leaves home for col-
lege, a list of key re-
sources, and an on/off 
campus fire safety poster. 
These are available at 
www.asse.org/newsroom, 
by contacting customer 
service at 847-699-2929 or 
customerser-
vice@asse.org.  

Each year many students 
lose their lives or are in-
jured in preventable fires. 
As students move into col-
lege residence halls, off-
campus housing or frater-
nity/sorority houses for the 
school year, the American 
Society of Safety Engi-
neers’ (ASSE) Fire Pre-
vention Branch urges them 
to be aware of life-saving 
fire prevention knowledge. 
ASSE has prepared and is 
distributing free fire safety 
tip sheets and a flier with 
information on how stu-
dents can stay safe. 

 

There have been several 
on and off-campus fire 
tragedies over the years. 
In 2006, a fire that started 
in a plastic container used 
for discarding smoking 
materials, took the life of 
one Cornell University stu-
dent and injured another; 
in 2005, an arson related 
fire killed one University of 
Maryland student and criti-
cally injured another; in 
2004, a fire with an un-
known cause, killed three 
Alpha Tau Omega Frater-
nity members at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi; in 
2003, five Ohio State Uni-
versity students were killed 
from smoke inhalation and 
carbon monoxide poison-
ing caused by an arson 
related fire; and in 1996, a 
fire at the University of 
North Carolina killed five 
and injured three Phi 
Gamma Delta Fraternity 
members. 

 

“ASSE is an organization 
committed to protecting 
people, property and the 

environment. Simple safety 
steps can save lives. We 
urge students, parents and 
administrators to recognize 
that on/off campus fires 
are a risk that can be 
avoided,” ASSE President 
Donald S. Jones, Sr., CSP, 
P.E., said.  

 

According to the U.S. Fire 
Administration (USFA), the 
top causes of fire injuries 
are cooking, careless 
smoking and arson. Along 
with these three, alcohol 
plays a major role in fire 
injury rates. The USFA 
notes that in more than 50 
percent of adult fire fatali-
ties, victims were under 
the influence at the time of 
the fire. Drinking greatly 
reduces one’s ability to 
detect and respond to a 
fire and safely escape, 
officials say.  

 

The number one cause of 
fire-related death is smoke 
inhalation, according to the 
medical community. It is 
estimated that 50-60 per-
cent of fire deaths are the 
result of smoke inhalation 
rather than burns. Smoke 
inhalation occurs when 
one breathes in the prod-
ucts of combustion during 
a fire. Combustion results 
from the rapid breakdown 
of a substance by heat, 
burning. Smoke is a mix-
ture of heated particles 
and gases. It is tough to 
predict the exact composi-
tion of smoke produced by 
a fire since the products 
being burned--the tem-
perature of the fire and the 
amount of oxygen avail-
able to the fire--all make a 
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October is National Fire 

Prevention Month! 
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OSHA Accepting Comments on Hazard Communication 
and the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and 

Labeling of Chemicals 

Recruit NOW Get Paid NOW! 

goal of broad international 
adoption of the GHS by 
2008. The adoption of the 
GHS will facilitate interna-
tional trade by increasing 
the consistency between 
the laws in different coun-
tries that currently 
require different 
information be pro-
vided to employers 
and employees 
about chemicals 
during their produc-
tion, transportation, 
use, and disposal 
based on jurisdic-
tion. 
 
Written comments 
(in triplicate) must be sub-
mitted not later than Nov. 
13, 2006, to the OSHA 
Docket Office, Docket No. 
H-022K, Room N2625, U.S. 
Department of Labor, 200 
Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C. Electronic 
comments may be submit-
ted to: 
http://ecomments.osha.
gov/. 

WASHINGTON -- The Oc-
cupational Safety and 
Health Administration an-
nounced that it will publish 
an Advance Notice of Pro-
posed Rulemaking in the 
Federal Register on Sept. 
12, 2006, seeking public 
comment on the implemen-
tation of the Globally Har-
monized System of Classifi-
cation and Labeling of 
Chemicals (GHS). Adoption 
of the GHS by OSHA will 
require OSHA to propose 
changes to the Agency's 
Hazard Communication 
Standard (HCS). 
 
The GHS is a system for 
standardizing and harmo-
nizing the classification and 
labeling of chemicals by 
providing a comprehensive 
approach to defining the 
health and physical hazards 
of chemicals, creating clas-
sification processes, and 
communicating hazard in-
formation through uniform 
labels and safety data 
sheets. 

"GHS is expected to bring 
more consistency and clar-
ity, both from a national 
and international perspec-
tive, to hazardous chemical 
regulations in the work-
place," said OSHA Adminis-
trator Edwin G. Foulke, Jr. 
"The diverse and sometimes 
conflicting national and in-
ternational requirements 
can create confusion among 
employers who seek to use 
hazard information to effec-
tively protect their employ-
ees. One of the many bene-
fits of adopting GHS is that 
it would provide a consis-
tent format for labels and 
safety data sheets, making 
the information easier to 
comprehend and access 
when making hazard as-
sessments." 
 
To help those who are not 
familiar with the approach 
in the GHS, OSHA has pre-
pared a guidance docu-
ment that summarizes the 
GHS requirements. 
 
The GHS has been adopted 
by the United Nations with a 

website: 
www.asse.org/
gohawaii  

Email your friends and 
colleagues with the 
“refer a friend” tool 
on the upper right 
hand corner of our 
home page  

 

Go to www.asse.org/
gohawaii for more 
information  

 

The more members you 
recruit, the more incentives 
you earn.  For every 5 
members you sponsor 
you'll earn a $25 American 
Express Gift Cheque (up to 
$100 maximum per year). 

 

So Spill the Beans about 
the benefits of ASSE mem-
bership!  

 

Sponsor as many new, full 
ASSE members as you 
can before March 31, 2007 
and you could win a trip for 
two to Hawaii valued at 

$5,000! 

 

Each time you sponsor a 
new, full member you'll be 
entered into a drawing to 
WIN! Plus, the three mem-
bers with the most recruits 
wins too! $1,000, $500, or 
$250 in CASH!*  

Here’s how: 

Call ASSE Customer 
Service at 847-699-
2929 for a supply of 
applications  

Download applications 
from the ASSE 
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SAFETY ENGINEERS KICK OFF 5th 

ANNUAL KIDS' 'SAFETY- ON- THE- JOB' POSTER CONTEST 

In an ongoing effort to educate children on how workplace safety affects them and their families, the American So-
ciety of Safety Engineers (ASSE) kicked off its fifth annual ASSE kids' 'Safety-on-the-Job' poster contest today. 
ASSE members' children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews can participate. The contest runs September 19, 
2006 through February 14, 2007 and is broken down into five age categories. 

The winning poster in each age group will best illustrate workplace safety and will be featured on the annual North 
American Occupational Safety and Health (NAOSH) Week poster distributed worldwide. NAOSH Week, May 6 - 
12, 2007, is dedicated to raising awareness about the importance of workplace safety and preventing injuries. 
ASSE will also be celebrating Occupational Safety and Health Professional Day May 9, 2007. 

“Children of ASSE members are not totally aware of how critical their parents' work is when it comes to saving lives 
and reducing injuries worldwide,” ASSE President Donald S. Jones, Sr., CSP, P.E., said. “This contest helps teach 
ASSE members' children just how their parents, grandparents, aunts or uncles, work day in and day out to help the 
millions of people who go to work, return home safely every day. It is also educates them on workplace risks to 
take with them as they grow up and take that first job.” 

In addition to having the winning entries displayed on the NAOSH 2007 poster, entrants and their families will be 
recognized at the NAOSH 2007 national kick-off in Washington , D.C. , and displayed at ASSE's annual Profes-
sional Development Conference & Exposition to be held in Orlando June 24-27, 2007. The Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) is a NAOSH Week partner with ASSE, along with 30 other organizations and 
associations. 

The poster contest is open to children between the ages of 5 and 14. There are five age categories with a winner 
selected from each age group.  An independent panel of judges will select the five winning entries that best illus-
trate the theme "Safety-on-the-Job." All entrants will receive a prize with the winner of each age group winning a 
$1,000 savings bond.  For the ASSE kids' “Safety-on-the-Job” poster contest rules and entry form please go to the 
www.asse.org/naosh web site or contact customerservice@asse.org . The winning entries will be announced in 
March 2007. 

Save the Date 

November 16th 

On Thursday, November 16, be-
ginning at 6pm, our CNY ASSE 
chapter will be hosting a joint 

meeting with the local AIHA chap-
ter at the Pastime Athletic Club, 
1314 N Salina St, Syracuse.  Dr. 
Cynthia Morrow from the Onon-
daga County Department of 
Health will be our speaker, ad-
dressing preparations for the 

Pandemic Flu. 

Central New York Chapter 
PO Box 42 

Dewitt, NY  13214 

Protecting people, property, and the 
environment since 1911. 

American Society of Safety 
Engineers 

We’re on the web! 

http://cny.asse.org 


